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I. PETRIN WACHTMEISTER AND POLITICAL COUNSELOR HAD TWO AND HALF 
HOUR LUNCH MY APARTMENT MARCH 15. • 


2. BASIC POINT WE GLEANED FROM PETRI’-S STREAM-OF-CONSClOUS CON- 1 

VERSATION WAS HIS CONFIRMATION THAT NVN’S BASIC POSITION ON NEGO- i 

TIATIONS HAS NOT BEEN ALTERED SUBSTANTIALLY SINCE SEPTEMBER 1966 

statement to PETRI THAT'IF BOMBING STOPS,"WE KNOW WHAT WE WILL 

have to do." HOWEVER, PETRI MADE CLEAR TO US THAT EITHER TRINH OR | 

PHAM VAN DONG MADE PLAIN TO HIM THAT HANOI’S RESPONSE TO A 
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POSSIBLE BOMBING STOP DOES' NOT REPEAT' NOT INCLUDE ANY RECIPROCAL 
ACTION ON THE PART OF NORTHVIET-NAM. WE WENT OVER THIS POINT SEVERAL 
TIMES. PETRI ALSO GAVE US TO UNDERSTAND CLEARLY THAT HANOI CANNOT ' ; 
POSSIBLY ACCEPT SAN ANTONIO FORMULA BECAUSE THAT COULD BE CAPITU¬ 
LATION. 

.5. WE CANNOT GIVE THE DEPARTMENT A"DETAILED ACCOUNT OF'HIS 
(PETRI’S) CONVERSATIONS IN HANOI", AS REQUESTED REFTEL, BECAUSE 
HIS ACCOUNT TO US WAS TANGLED. WE PRESSED AT GREAT LEGTH TO EST¬ 
ABLISH WHO said what and TO WHOM AND WHEN BUT EVEN WITH WACHT- 

MEISTER’S PROMPTING TO HELP, PETRI PERSISTED IN RAfBLING. 

* • 

4. PETRI’S ESTIMATE OF THE NORTH VIET-NAM LEADERSHIP IS THAT 
IT WAS exultant OVER THE TET OFFENSIVE SUCCESSES WHICH EVEN THE 
THE NOJMALLY DOUR TRINH SEEMED TO BASK IN. SUCCESS HAD BEEN 
GREATER THAN HANOI HAD ANTICIPATED. THE TET'OFFENSIVE,■ ACCORDING TO 

TRINH, HAD NOT. BEEN. AIMED. PRIMARILY AT THE AMERICANSV IT WAS BASIC- 

• ..... ... 
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ALLY AN OPERATION DESIGNED TO GAIN ADMINISTRATIVE GROUND IN THE 
URBAN AREAS; IT WAS CARRIED OUT FOR THE MOST PART BY PEOPLE ON THE 
SPOT WITH A MINIMUM OF OUTSIDE HELP. THE LEADERS TO WHOM PETRI 
SP0KE(PHAM van dong and TRINH were the only two HE MENTIONED) 
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made clear they do NOT TRUST THE MS WORD. THEY MADE PLAIN THAT 

THEY CANNOT SPEAK FOR FLN<THIS WAS EMPHASIZED TO P-TRI BY FLN 

leaders also - PETRI'S SOURCES FOR FLN VIEWS SEEMED TO B- PLN 

"AMBASSADOR" IN PEKING AND PHNOM-PENH.) PETRI STRESSED THAT 

THERE WERE SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE FLN AND 

latter was MORE INTERESTED IN ^^GOTIATIONS THAN THE FORMER. P-^^ 

RETURNED SEVERAL TIMES TO THE THEME THAT TN^ 

and while THEY RESPECTED TO,AN EXTENT HANOI'S SOPHISTICATION IN 
FOREIGN affairs, THEY WERE STILL VERY MUCH THEIR OWN MEN. 

5. HANOI'S POSITION ON NEGOTIATIONS, AS PETRI PUT IT TO US, BOILS 

A) ''^AFTER a BOMBING STOP WHICH IS DEFINITE AND CONCLUSIVE HANOI 
"WILL PACK ITS BAGS IMMEDIATELY" FOR f^^^OTlATIONS WITH US. Wt GOT 
NO CLARIFICATION OF TIME SPAN NOR. DID WE GET 

WHAT''PROOF" HANOI WOULD NEED THAT ^OMB ^OP WAS F.INAL, AS U 

IN TRINH FEBRUARY S STATEMENT. PE|HJ.SJP mt^S^^Jit^SOMeVrOOF"^^^^ 
US assurance-THAT BOMBING STOP WAS FINAL H^ * 

B) HANOI ENVISAGES"NEGOCIATIONS SUR LES 

SENSE that US-HANOI TALKS WOULD' BE DESIGNED TO PUT THE US 
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"IN TOUCH WITH THE FLN",. ^ „ 

C) HANOI SEES THE BASIC QUESTION IN SUBSEQUENT US-FLN. 

NEGOTIATION TO BE"LES MODALITES" OF US WJJHDRAWAL. rni/'T ’ 

D) HANOI DOES NOT SEE .IT POSSIBLE THAT THE PRESENT ^J9Jj.|°PE 
COULD participate IN ANY NEGOTIATION^BUT HANOI AND. BY INFER 
FROM WHAT PETRI SAID, THE FLN CAN ACCEPT_A SUITABLE GOVE. . 

IN SAIGON COULD PARTICIPATE. PETRI MADE POINT THAT HANOI^WIL 
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES NEGOTIATE ABOUT SOUTH VIET A , 

STRESSED THAT FLN HAS'TOLD HIM SAME THING. 

« 

6. SUBSIDIARY'TO BASIC US-HANOI SISS^irli^'^ciilHALzED THAT^THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS GOING WITH FLNCAND HERE PETRI ^J;''^*^Q?,peTTONS OF 

PRESUMED US-HANOI NEGOTIATIONS ^J^E REALLY ONLY ON QUE NS P 

MECHANICS OF TIME, ..PLACE, ETC. CONCERNING. ..TH£„EVENTUAL_yS.JLN iaua 


COPY LBil 







( 


c 


-3- STOCKHOLM 1012, March 16, (NODIS) 

PETRI said he "UMDERSTOOD^ that HANOI would EXPECT^US^to^RAISE^^^ 

PHISONER-OF-WAR ISSUE. T*CAf^GET HIGH RANSOM FOR 

ED BY CUBAN EXPERIENCE AND , mqt RAISE ISSUE 

ROW’S. BUT, AS NEGOTIATING mot HAS BEEN STRUCK BY 

BECAUSE It’bELIEVES US WILL f^ISE T J'reSS GUARD ROW’S AS-AN 
US CONCERN FOR ROW'S AND-IT IS TAKING CARE TO GUAKU ruw . 


US 
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« aROURS 10 

RISK ONE US BOMB COULD WIPE OUT THIS ASSET. 

7. WE PROBED TO SEE IF PETRI «ULD REPEAT "”1®” “”[^''|gs5°BUT HE 
DEMAND FOR DAMAGES TO BOMBED AREAS(PA?A 3 C STOCKHOLM 

DID NOT. 

S PETRI DID REPEAT THAT GUANTANAMO AND ALGIERS TYPE BASE SOLUTION 
MAT hSd A^iioLY GIVEN NEWSMAN BUT HE T ED THAT STORY^^ 

TO WHAT HE HEARD FROM CUBAN AND ALGERIAN CONTACTS (LATTER 
TO BE SWEDISH SPEAKING, ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPERMAN). J'tiKi 
TO CAM RANH BAY, AS EXAMPLE. - 

at conclusion talk we ?^^f„BETRrAND WACHTMEISTER^TWO^OPPOR- 

Vh T''rE“tRrif U^P^pSiy IS ^H^^EiA^lf 

WHO HAVE DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF WHAT PETRI (JOT POINT CON- ' 

^^^Drclinlf fETS^“TS^D\:sr« g 5? F^R^iER BRIEFING AMERICAN^E^S- 


;f»^H^cli“^DSEfSo■?S^"pOMTS COVERED THIS MESSAGE., 

■',0. paragraph b of above is heart of petri-s message,. MT^DE-^^^^^. 

^REfK h“eRE SrT“lL™SR?s“o^ ^rR^UD^DETAILS. FOR US THERE SEEM 
I? .Ix^cfpf fS°R^SJws 5? N^I^REgRT^fHAY PETRI ^SA 

^rsED'DIRfc?J%lirHM^H!w.r.M!lsT EXPECT, AFIONBLAPETCWHOSE^.A 
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DIETER ■ strand HAS STORY.) TO PLAY US ALLEGED US 

ACCEPT HANOI MESSAGE THAT BOMB STOP WILL LEAD 

iu NEGOTIATIONS, 

Fnr rn3i5J4c ’ LINGUISTICALLY TALENTED, HAS MANY USE- 

OTHERWISE UNEXPLOITABLE BUT HIS VOLUBILITY 
VIENTIANNE AND STOCKHOLM IN FALL 1966, IS A HANDI- 

this without REFERENCE TO BASIC QUESTION WE 
RAISED about ASPEN IN OUR 973, 

p} • the newspapermen (NOT JUST RADIO SWEDEN AS WE 

^f^^2J^^°^_0BVI0USLY TOOK PLACE, PETRI’S DENIAL OF IT OPENS 

^°|^|“JLITY that any leak NOW COULD BE BLAMED ON THE AMERICANS AND, 
SPECIFICALLY, ON THE MARCH 15;LUNCH, 

f 

expects SPEND SEVERAL MORE WEEKS IN STOCK- 
CAMERON^'^^ IN HOSPITAL FO.R MINOR OPERATION, , ^• 
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